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sufficiently defend it.    But Oustine knew that in Mayence, as
in Worms and Spires, he had secret allies.

The progress of the French Revolution had been watched
with great interest by the German States along the Rhine, and
a keen desire had manifested itself among their populations
to gain the liberty which the French had won. This revolu-
tionary movement was skilfully encouraged in all the Rhenish
states by means of lodges of freemasons. Freemasonry in
Germany had always been connected with political objects,
and the German and the French freemasons had both long
been dreaming of some such event as the French Revolution.
In Germany secret societies have always been popular. They
seem to suit the genius of the nation, and they formed a bond
of union between the inhabitants of the innumerable little
states which then divided Western Germany. These lodges
were always under the leadership of men of education, and in
Mayence the worshipful master, named Gottlieb, was one of
the professors of the university. They had spread abroad in
these small states a number of pamphlets, dwelling on the
advantages of the French Revolution, and stirring the people
up to a similar movement. Most of the princelings had been
afraid to take strong measures against this movement, with
the notable exception of the Landgrave William of Hesse, who
was one of the ablest princes of his clay. In the states of the
episcopal princes the movement had reached a considerable
height, and it was on account of the repeated invitations
to General Custine, himself a freemason, from the lodges of
Western Germany, that he had made his bold incursion. It
has been noticed that the gates of Worms and Spires were
opened from within to admit the French troops, and Custinc
hoped that the same thing would happen at^Mayeneo. He
therefore made no hostile demonstration against the fortress,
but occupied himself in reducing the little towns round about
until the freemasons' lodge had had time to prepare the way;
and meanwhile he avoided hurting German feeling, and called
himself the liberator of the German people. News came to
him in good time that Mayence was ready to be delivered
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